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Citing Sources: Chicago Style

This guide is designed to assist in creating proper citations using Chicago Style. Chicago Style is
often used for papers in History or the Humanities. For authoritative information, see the 2003
edition of the printed The Chicago Manual of Style (Reference Desk Z253 C57 2003).

This guide explains the Notes format of Chicago Style. The notes format uses footnotes or
endnotes in the text, as well as having a bibliography at the end of the text. Bibliographies are
ordered alphabetically by the first author’s last name or by title (if there is no author). Entries
should be doubled spaced. The second and subsequent lines of each entry should use a hanging
indent of 5 spaces.

Sample Paper

In “Teens and the Future of Reading,” Michael Cart discusses what public libraries can do
to reach out to teens, given a recent report by the National Endowment for the Arts that young
adults are not reading literary works for pleasure.! It seems that much has changed since Nikky
Finney’s youth. She describes her love of words and poetry in her autobiographical piece,
“Inquisitor and Insurgent: Black Woman with Pencil, Sharpened."2 [...]
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* A Special Note about URLs: While Chicago Style prefers the use of a persistent link to the item, it
is not always possible, especially for some documents accessed via a library database. Itis
acceptable to use a shortened URL (e.qg., http://muse.jsu.edu, http://jstor.org/) that indicates what
database was used to retrieve the article. Just remember to be consistent across the bibliography.
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